




The species and Threats

The Bearded vulture (Gypaetus barbatus) is the only moun-
tain raptor in the world specialized in the consumption of 
bone remains. t is included in Annex  of the Birds Directive 
in the LFE + Preferred List and cataloged 'Endangered' in 
the Spanish Catalog of Endangered Species. Present until the 
middle of the last century in all the Spanish mountain 
ranges it has seen its populations drastically reduced with a 
singlesingle population remaining in the Pyrenean mountain 
range where the largest wild population of this bird is found 
in Europe. n the Picos de Europa the bearded vulture was 
definitively extinct in the middle of the th century.









Proyect area and Main actions 









Main results

Behavioural learning by natural imprinting hacking and release 
The  specimens released in the framework of the project have followed a breeding protocol that 
ensures their adaptability to the environment and prepares them physically and cognitively for their 
life in freedom. To achieve this a double hacking is carried out in two main phases. With  days of 
age on average they move to facilities in the Ordesa and Monte Perdido National Park where beha-
vioral hacking is carried out. They remain there until they are -  days old. The last phase before 
the liberation is carried out in the National Park of the Picos de Europa where the hacking of fixation 
toto the territory is carried out. After spending  days in these pre-liberation cages and once their phy-
sical and psychic development is complete they are released in the natural environment a territory 
that they recognize as their own and that they will look for when they try to reproduce  years later.





 After more than  years of absence in  the first 
breeding attempt of a bearded vulture in the Picos de 
Europa took place. "Deva" a female released in  
within the framework of the reintroduction project and 
"Casanova" a wild specimen from the Pyrenees has been 
the first Picos de Europa Breeding Unit since its extinction 
in the middle of the last century. Although they have not 
yetyet been able to move forward their offspring (in the 
bearded vulture the average age for the first successful 
reproduction is around  years ... ) the fact of choosing 
territory and trying to breed gives reasons to be opti-
mis-tic and continue with the efforts made to finally 
achieve a stable population nucleus that mitigates the 
high risk of extinction to which the species is subject in 
Europe. 

Main results

To monitor and follow released specimens 





Main results

To create an anti-poison patrol

Suspicious containers
Toxic substances
Remains carcasses

Typology of the remains

Two of the specimens released in the project died due to the ingestion of poisoned baits. n fact death by 
poison is the main cause of unnatural mortality of the species. Throughout these  years of work  interven-
tions have been carried out with a total of  positive results (finding remains of corpses or presumed toxic 
substances). 





 Environmental benefits

Environmental benefits
̇̇ •Creation of a new population in Spain of this threatened species. The Picos de Europa National Park has re-
covered the population that was extinguished  years ago. The restoration of this extinct population is key 
to activate a metapopulation system for mountain spaces of the Natura  Network. 
With its creation it is allowed:

 •Reduce the risk of extinction of the bearded vulture population by environmental estocasticity.

 •nc •ncrease the peninsular population of this species as well as the range of distribution currently limited to the 
Pyrenean mountain range. 

 "In  only  bearded vultures lived in the Picos de Europa National Park from experimental releases prior to 
the project. LIFE NAT / ES /  involved the direct release of  individuals. It has also been noted an effect 
called for Pyrenean specimens and from the reintroduction project that is currently running in the Sierra de Ca-
zorla (Andalusia). And the formation of the first reproductive unit. "

  •Consolidation of the dual embryo at risk rescue protocol and breeding by natural imprinting in human iso-
lation a methodology tested by the FC  which has strengthened the connection between the Cantabrian 
Mountain range populations and has been very efficient in results and cost /benefit. The results of this bree-
ding method are put in the lead in productivity standards and low cost on reintroduction projects known to 
date. 

"The rescue of embryos at risk from reproductive units with very low productivity close to % allows the incor-
poration into the Iberian genetic pool of genes of the species not expressed in some cases in more than  years."

  •The survival rate at the end of the project  is % highlighting the fact that the mortality rate from human 
causes is the lowest (.%) for similar projects in Spain which represents the highest rate of survival achieved 
so far in projects of this species in Spain.

 •Feeding of necrophagous birds and reduction of C  emissions in the feeding station point of the Mirador 
de la Reina. Remains of cattle that were previously incinerated through the project have been deposited in 
Supplementary Feeding Points being used by the necrophagous fauna.

  •Reduction of the presence of poison in the natural environment thanks to the work of detection and dete-
rrence of the antipoison canine patrol.

  •The umbrella character of the bearded vulture implies that many other species are protected under actions 
aimed at protecting it.







The Foundation for the conservation of the lammergeier is a non-profit private non-governmental or-
ganization (NGO) declared of public utility registered in the foundations registry of the Ministry for 
the Ecological Transition (nº ) and constituted in the year  which is dedicated to promote 
and develop projects of monitoring research management rural development ecotourism and awa-

reness in the mountain habitats where the bearded vulture lives.

The main objectives of the FC  are to ensure the recovery of the bearded vulture and its natural habi-
tats within the territories of historic and recent distribution as well as to promote attitudes of respect 

for the values linked to the conservation of biodiversity.




